November 19, 2025
Dear Senators,

We, the undersigned 60 organizations, write to express our opposition to President Donald Trump’s
nominee for the Inspector General (IG) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS),
Thomas March Bell.

The HHS IG holds a critical responsibility in protecting the integrity of HHS programs as well as the
health and welfare of the people HHS serves. This role is essential for safeguarding taxpayer dollars and
ensuring that HHS initiatives operate both effectively and ethically. It requires a person who demonstrates
impartiality, independence, and the utmost ethical standards.

Mr. Bell has proven that he has none of these essential qualities. He has a long and troubling history of
unethical conduct, extreme partisanship, and abuse of power that has harmed taxpayers, spread
misinformation, and put reproductive health care providers at risk. In 1997, Bell was asked to resign as
deputy director of the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality after a legislative audit uncovered
his misappropriation of $8,000 in taxpayer funds.! In 2015, Bell led a highly partisan House investigation
of reproductive health care providers based on widely discredited and debunked accusations by anti-
abortion groups.? During the first Trump Administration, Bell helped create HHS’s “Division for
Conscience and Religious Freedom,” which was used to embolden health care providers to deny access to
critical and even life-saving reproductive health care.>Additionally, during Bell’s tenure as Chief of Staff
for the HHS Office for Civil Rights, the administration targeted states that refused to fund anti-abortion
centers, which misled and endangered pregnant individuals.? In this role, he also contributed to efforts to
limit federal protections for gender identity under Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act, weakening
protections for transgender people who experience discrimination.’

IGs are historically nonpartisan watchdogs, and HHS’s 1G should be dedicated to transparency and
impartiality. Given this history, it is difficult to believe that Mr. Bell has developed the unbiased, moral,
and ethical character necessary for the role of Inspector General. For these reasons, we, the undersigned
organizations, urge the Senate to reject the nomination of Thomas March Bell for HHS Inspector General.

Signed,
Abortion Forward

Advocates for Youth
AIDS Foundation Chicago
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All* in Action Fund

American Atheists

American Humanist Association

Americans United for Separation of Church and State
Arkansas Black Gay Men's Forum

Center for Reproductive Rights

CHN Action

Clearinghouse on Women's Issues

Council for Global Equality

Court Accountability

Defend Public Health

Disability Victory

Doctors for America

Equality California

Feminist Majority

FFRF Action Fund

Guttmacher Institute

Indivisible

In Our Own Voice: National Black Women's Reproductive Justice Agenda
Lawyers for Good Government

Legal Momentum, the Women's Legal Defense & Education Fund
Los Angeles LGBT Center

MomsRising

NAACP

National Abortion Federation

National Action Network

National Council of Jewish Women
National Health Law Program

National Latina Institute for Reproductive Justice
National Network of Abortion Funds
National Organization for Women

National Partnership for Women & Families
National PLACE

National Women’s Law Center Action Fund
National Women's Political Caucus

NBIC

Nurses for America

People Power United

PFLAG National

Physicians for Reproductive Health

Planned Parenthood Action Fund
Population Connection Action Fund
Positive Women's Network-USA
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Public Citizen

Religious Community for Reproductive Choice
Reproductive Freedom for All

Sexual Violence Prevention Association (SVPA)
SisterReach Illinois

SisterReach, Inc.

SiX Action

Spokane Indivisible

The Cancer Network

The TransLatin@ Coalition

UltraViolet Action

URGE: Unite for Reproductive & Gender Equity
Women Lawyers On Guard Action Network



